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July 21, 2009
Contact: Margo Grimm Eule, director of communications, The Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Foundation, 202-347-1994.
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES AWARDED MANSFIELD FELLOWSHIPS
MISSOULA Five U.S. government employees recently have been awarded Mike Mansfield
Fellowships by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation.
The federal employees selected by a bi-national committee are:
•

Jordan Gregg Heiber, foreign affairs officer, U.S. Department of State.

•

Rachelle Morgannette Johnson, senior legislative assistant, U.S. Senate.

•

Taria Siobhan McAfee, attorney, Federal Aviation Administration.

•

Matthew Adam Poggi, economist, U.S. Department of Treasury.
James Timothy Spillane, supervisory traffic management coordinator, Federal
Aviation Administration.

The Mansfield Fellows will develop an in-depth understanding of Japan and its
government through a year of intensive, full-time Japanese language and area studies in the
United States, followed by a year of practical work inside Japanese government ministries and
agencies.
The Mike Mansfield Fellowship Program, now in its 15th year, is a two-year,
government-to-government exchange established by Congress in 1994 to build a corps of U.S.

government officials with substantial expertise on Japan. The Japanese language skills,
government experience and contacts Mansfield Fellows acquire during the program make them
a unique and valuable resource to their agencies when they return to U.S. federal government
service.
“As we look back to the establishment of the Mike Mansfield Fellowship Program 15
years ago, it’s fitting that this outstanding group of Mansfield Fellows is looking forward to
facilitating U.S.-Japan cooperation on some of the most challenging issues of the future,” said
Gordon Flake, executive director of the foundation.
“The 15th group of fellows is committed to helping the U.S. and Japan work together
to address challenges ranging from financial system reform to aerospace control and regional
security.”
Since the fellowships were established, 91 fellows representing 22 agencies and
departments of the U.S. government have entered the program.
The fellowships are administered by the Mansfield Foundation through an annual
congressional appropriation, with the U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs as grantor.
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that
advances the late Montana Sen. Mike Mansfield’s lifelong work to promote understanding and
cooperation among the nations and peoples of Asia and the United States. The foundation has
offices at The University of Montana, as well as in Washington, D .C., and Tokyo.
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